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bicycle paths & bicycle parking
With minimal alterations to the 8th Street streetscape bicycle lanes could be accommodated with 
asphalt paint and minor adjustments in drive lane widths.  8th Street currently serves as a bicycle 
corridor for commuters and recreational users.  The Green Belt connects through the Anne Frank 
Memorial to 8th Street bringing bicycle traffic from the southeast to the southwest to the core of 
downtown.  The goal would be to bring bicycle lanes traveling northbound and a southbound 
bicycle lane along 8th Street.  A contra-lane, a bicycle lane that allows cyclists to travel safely 
against vehicular traffic, would be required in areas of one-way traffic.

With the increase in bicycle use in downtown, there is a greater demand on designated bicycle 
parking areas.  Bike parking lots may vary in size, but could be strategically located for ease of use 
and access in some of the busiest areas of downtown.  Bike parking racks can be selected for ease of 
use and located for proximity. 
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green roofs at public parking garages
Downtown rooftops provide an opportunity for the introduction of a green landscape in the 
sky.  Public and private parking garages have an opportunity to introduce green landscape to the 
top levels of the parking structures.  A portion of public parking garage roofs could be dedicated 
to public green space or parks in the sky.  Green roofs help to improve air quality, temperature 
regulation, provide areas for storm-water retention/reuse, preserve habitat and biodiversity, 
opportunity for local food production and an opportunity for expanded community spaces.  The top 
levels of parking garages and rooftops are transformed from heat islands to vegetated micro-climates 
that give more than they take from the environment.

Downtown rooftops are also an opportunity to introduce wind power to Boise. Small and silent 
wind turbines attached to buildings utilize aerodynamics to harvest wind distinct to the urban 
environment.  This “free” energy could be used to reduce the demand on standard energy resources 
and reduce energy costs. 
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kiosks & wayfinding
A kiosk is a wayfinding element available for public use.  Wayfinding elements provide graphic and/
or audible methods to convey location and directions to pedestrians.  A series of kiosks along 8th 
Street to provide wayfinding information for pedestrians could potentially connect to art elements 
and Greening the Grove project.  Alternative “green” energy sources integrated with the art could 
power electronic kiosks.  Electronic kiosks could provide up-to-date accurate information regarding 
public events in downtown.  Kiosks may also serve as an educational tool to provide real-time data 
on power usage and power generated by nearby alternative energy art installations.


