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For Immediate Release:   Traffic Rules Change to Ease Congestion on 8th Street
Date:  August 10, 2011
Contact:   Max Clark, CCDC Facilities Director, 384-4264

Boise— The old advice “Go with the flow” takes on new meaning at 8th Street in downtown Boise starting Monday, August 8. That’s when a new pilot traffic and parking program took effect designed to make the popular restaurant-and-retail district safer for everyone. The major changes are specific delivery-only parking times and a new “contra” (reverse) bike lane for northbound cyclists.
Capital City Development Corp., Boise’s redevelopment agency, owns 8th Street from Bannock Street through the Grove Plaza to Front Street. In the 1980s, CCDC built the plaza and widened the 8th Street sidewalks to attract cafes and other outdoor activity. Now 8th Street is the vibrant center of downtown, with an active street scene unlike any other in town. The street is home to the Capital City Public Market and other special events, and it routinely has the highest pedestrian and bicycle counts anywhere in downtown. 

“Eighth Street has become a great urban success story,” notes Max Clark, CCDC parking and facilities director. But the increased activity means congestion has become a serious issue, with private cars, delivery vehicles and bicyclists all trying to operate on the narrow street. “It certainly ain’t broke, but it needs to be refined. We hope everyone will cooperate and continue to enjoy this special place,” Clark said.
The current traffic pilot program evolved through discussions with neighboring businesses and property owners; delivery companies; the Downtown Boise Association; city police, fire, mayor’s office and parking services departments; local bicycling advocates; and the Ada County Highway District. The changes in the two blocks between Bannock and Main streets are:

· Monday through Friday between 6 a.m. and 10 a.m. is delivery parking only. Commercial trucks servicing adjacent businesses may park in the metered spaces on the east side. Any other vehicles will be ticketed and possibly towed. 

· Regular public metered parking will resume at 10 a.m. M-F. Weekend rules will not change.
· Double-parking and parking at the fire lane on the west side of the street remain illegal, and citations and towing will be strictly enforced.

· A bicycle contra lane will be painted on the street just west of the metered parking spaces. Except for this northbound bike-only lane, these two blocks of 8th Street remain one-way southbound, and bikes and cars will continue to share the travel lane. Signage is in place directing northbound cyclists to obey pedestrian crossing signals to cross Main and Idaho streets safely.
· A two-week transition period will begin on Monday, August 8. New signage, leaflets and an on-street “ambassador” will inform drivers of the changes. On Monday, August 22, enforcement will begin.

More information is available from:

· Max Clark, Parking & Facilities Director, CCDC: 384-4264 x1209;

· Stu Prince, Parking Services Supervisor, City of Boise: 384-3773;

· Clair Walker, Sergeant, Boise Police Department: 841-7698

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________
CCDC is an independent public redevelopment agency serving as a catalyst for quality private development through urban design, economic development and infrastructure investment with a goal of “building vitality in Boise’s downtown.” More information is online at www.ccdcboise.com.

