[image: image1.png]CAPITAL CITY DEVELOPMENT (CORP.




For Immediate Release:   Banner Bank Building Wins National Award
Date:   12-2-09
Contact:       
Scot Oliver, CCDC, soliver@ccdcboise.com, (208)384-4264
Denise Chamberlain, Phoenix Awards, denise_chamberlain@comcast.net, (717) 761-0554

[image: image2.jpg]



BOISE --  The Banner Bank Building picked up another honor when it received a Phoenix Award for brownfield redevelopment at the national EPA Brownfields 2009 conference held recently in New Orleans. Real estate developers, environmentalists and other public and private sector professionals honored 22 revitalization projects at The Phoenix Awards Ceremony during the conference held November 16 -18.  The Banner Bank Building was the recipient of the 2008 Phoenix Award for the Environmental Protection Agency’s Region 10. 
Created in 1997, the Phoenix Awards honor individuals and groups working to solve critical environmental or social challenges, transforming blighted and contaminated areas into productive new uses and developing sustainable green building projects. The Phoenix is widely recognized as the outstanding award for achievement of excellence in brownfield redevelopment, and is known as “the brownfields equivalent of Hollywood’s Oscar.” The EPA defines a brownfield as a property where redevelopment is hampered by the presence or the perception of environmental contamination.
The Banner Bank Building is a 195,000-square-foot office building developed by the Christensen Corporation in 2006 that earned the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Platinum certification, its highest level. When it was completed the Banner Bank Building was the fourth building in Idaho to be LEED certified at any level, and only the 16th in the country to reach platinum. Because the site previously housed an aging parking garage and former auto-related business, it was classified as a potential brownfield; by cleaning up and redeveloping the site the Christensen Corporation earned the LEED credit for brownfield remediation.
Gary Christensen, the building’s developer and owner, was on hand in New Orleans to receive the award. Also attending the conference were staff from the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ), the City of Boise economic development office and Capital City Development Corporation (CCDC). Both IDEQ and CCDC operate brownfield redevelopment programs with grant funding from the EPA, and the city recently applied for similar funding. IDEQ and CCDC also participated in the Banner Bank Building development project.
CCDC is an independent public redevelopment agency serving as a catalyst for quality private development through urban design, economic development and infrastructure investment with a goal of “building vitality in Boise’s downtown.”
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Banner Bank Building wins Phoenix Award. 

(l-r) Aaron Scheff, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality brownfields program manager; Gary Christensen, Banner Bank Building developer; Scot Oliver, CCDC special projects manager.  
